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ANSWER 


To the PRETENDED 


REMARKS 


Mr. WE BB ERC Scheme, 


AND THE 


D RAP E R's PAMPHLET ; 


7 oe Gall ROWE 

That the REMARKER hath not made the leaſt 
Objection to the Scheme, which the Draper 
recommended, nor diſprov'd the leaft Fact 
which he advanc'd: As alſo, that all that hath 
been alledged by the Gentleman's Magazine 
againſt it is groundleſs, and that the Truth of 
the Calculation is undoubted. 

| To which is added, 

A Copy of the LETTER which Mr. WEBBER 
received, concerning its being ſtipulated . that France 
ſhould have our Wool; which Letter alſo contains a 
ſhort, but pathetick Addreſs, to the ELEcToRs of 
Great-Britain, Written at the Time of the laſt Election, 
and altogether as neceſſary at this Time, with ſome other 
Reaſons ; ſetting forth the Probability of ſuch a Stipu- 
lation | 

| | A L S O, 

A PETITION, intended to have been preſented to Parlia- 
ment, praying, an Act to confirm the Charter which His Ma- 
3 Mr. VE BBE R: Which Petition was not 

| , on account of ſuch a Charter not having been granted, 
but as a Private Bill that came too late. 
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PREFACE 


AD it not been for a late Occurrence, I ſhould 
have taken the Liberty to have addreſſed 
theſe Reflections, how much ſoever beneath the Dig - 


nity of the Subject of which it treats, and how un- 


worthy ſoever they are on that account of his Ac- 
ceptance to an honourable Gentleman, as a Teſti- 
mony of the great Reſpe& I bear towards him, as 
well knowing the great Pains which he took tho- 
roughly to ſearch into the Nature and Importance 
of the Things advanced in this Treatiſe; and as a 
grateful Acknowledgment of his having ſo zealouſly 
and prudently brought them on, and puſh*d them 
forward, after he had acquired a perfect Knowledge 
and Underſtanding of them; for which, I doubt 
not, but the whole Nation will one Day return him 
thoſe Thanks publickly, which he ſo juſtly de- 
ſerves, as ſome Part of the Country have already 
done privately. 


This honourable Gentleman, has not only ac- 
knowledged himſelf to be convinc*d, by the ſtrong 
Arguments brought by the Draper, of the abſo- 
lute Neceſſity of 21 putting a ſtop to the 
Exportation of our #00], but hath been ſo good, 
as after a cool and thorough Examination of the 
Scheme, offered by Mr. Webber, this Seſſions, to 
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remedy ſo great and fatal an Evil, to teſtify his Ap- 
probation of it, and to uſe his utmoſt Endeavours, 
to have had it put in Execution without delay, as 
being ſenſible what bad Conſequences the giving a- 
way another Year's Wool will be attended with. 


And certainly nothing is a greater Characteriſ- 
tick of a noble Mind, than the daring. to ſearch in- 
to the Bottom of Things, eſpecially of thoſe that 
are of ſuch a Nature as to be of the utmoſt Con- 
ern and Importance to them; and not ſupinely and 
ſervily to give themſelves up to be deluded and led 
away by the groſſeſt Impoſitions that ever were ad- 
vanced in any Nation, or to any People, who ſeem 
to be glad to catch at any Thing, that may look 
like any Plea, however weak, to alledge for their 
perſevering in their Conduct, tho? they cannot poſ- 
{ibly be ſo very ignorant, but they muſt know, that 
it muſt ſoon end in their own Ruin, as it hath al- 
ready in that of their Country: So that it is but too 
evident that they are given up to a Judicial Blind- 
nels, the Conſequence of which I need not repeat. 


Of this Nature, are thoſe Remarks pretended to 

have been made on Mr. Webber's Scheme, and the 
Draper's Pamphlet, which are handed about ſo in- 
duitrioufly and ſpread through the Nation, to which 
J may add thoſe in the Gentleman's Magazine. 


Tho? their Nature is ſuch, as inſtead of pointing 


out the leaſt Defect in either of them, they ſerve 
only to ſet. forth their Beauties and Perfections in 
à clearer and ſtronger Light; for Truth like 
the Sun, tho?” it may be obſcured by a Cloud, will 
again break forth and appear brighter than ever. 
But here is the Misfortune, that a Point's having 
been gontreverted only, paſſes for Convictionenough 
brate: | with 
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with too many, and without once looking into it,*tis 


even Reaſon ſufficient for them not tolook into it at 


all; not. conſidering the ſiniſter Deſigns of thoſe 
who impoſe upon them in this Manner, nor. that 
there is not any Thing in reallity that can poſſibly 
make more for an exceeding good Cauſe, and one 
that hath been ſupported by the ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ments, than to have nothing but what is exceeding 
weak, wicked and ſcurrilous pleaded againſt it. 
Nor does it reflect a little Honour on a Man of the 
greateſt Knowledge and Experience as well as Vir- 
tue and Integrity to be ſtiled a Madman, and an 


- addle-haded. Projector, and to have it aſſerted, that 


what he advances is nothing but Dreams, Viſions, 
Whimfies, and idle Imaginations, when it will ſo evi- 
dently appear, that all that hath been objected a- 
gainſt him, is nothing but Noiſe and Nonſenſe, 
without any the leaſt Foundation. But as the 
Draper well obſerves, it is difficult to ſay, which is the 
greateſt, the Effronterie of thoſe who would at- 
tempt to impoſe upon the Nation by ſuch Stuff, 


or the Folly of thoſe well-meaning Dupes who re- 


peat it after them. 


If it be found, then, that all the Objections 
which could poſſibly be made againſt all that he 
or his Friends have advanc'd, have been fully an- 


ſwered in this Treatiſe; and that it hath been made 


appear on the contrary, that thoſe Advantages 
ariſing from his Scheme, vaſtly exceed all that- 
hath been advanced by them. A Scheme which 


requires the greateſt Viſdom and Sanity to contrive z 


ſo admirably well calculated, not only to prevent 
the moſt deplorable Evils that can befal a Nation, 
but to pour the greateſt Bleſſings on them; a 


Scheme, the Excellence and Perfection of which, 
even 
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even the Advocates for France, cannot bring the 
laſt plauſible Objection againſt, and ſo are forc'd 
tacitly to acknowledge it. Tha Charge of Mad- 
neſs cannot, with the leaſt Reaſon, be laid on him, 
but muſt fall on that Nation who refuſe it, or even 
make the leaſt delay of accepting of it. I ſhall on- 
ly add, that if he hath ſo well ſucceeded in what 
he hath hitherto undertaken to make out ; why 
ſhould what he hath farther to offer, be look'd up- 
on as leſs capable of Demonſtration, ſeeing that 


what he hath already done, was at firſt thought to 


be altogether as impoſſible as what remains undone, 
tho? it now appears to be fo very eaſy and fa- 


miltar. 
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The FORM of the REGISTRY for WO OL, &c. propoſed. 


2 | | 408 5 pounds of Devon, I Pounds of 
Cheryton Thomas Wilkins, Yeoman. Sheep. Fleeces. Wool. C#eryton- M Wilkins. Sheep. | Fleeces, Wool. 
Match 26 | Had then in lis Poſleſion at Co f the Char April D 5 
arch 2 in his Poſſeſſion mmencement of the ter A 61 A? - - -1660 April 29 | Sold John Fones, of Bampton, Devon ——— : 500 
April 30 | Had then fallen Lambs — — 1 3 mY 30 | Slaughtered, or had die - G 10 
| — Strayed or ſtolen in this Vear — 5 
625 f May 29 | Remained in his Cuſtody carried to a new Account —— f 110 
May 29 | Remained in his Cuſtody, of which he ſheers 100 only - - f 110 | 625 
30 — — — — — — — 1 - - - 100 |- 450 1 
. ̃ — — June 16 | Delivered Joſeph Sayer, of Bradnich, Devon —------ - - -1660 
x - - 500 - -2110 Delivered Fame, F acobs, of Crediton, Devon — B33 4 3 
The Letters and Marks A, +, &c. refer to the Scheme and thoſe dns | Uſed in his Family —— E--e|---=-- - - - - 46 
Marks and Letters on it. 
| | | ; | | Ut is preſumed there will be no need to regiſter the Fleeces when the 2110 
. Wool is fold, the Weight alone being ſufficient. | 
Devon, | | : 7 
Bampton d "IX Fobn Jones. Sheep. | Fleeces. 3 2 Jobn Fones. Sheep. | Fleeces. T 2 
2 3 | "ol 1741. | | 
April 29. | Received from Thomas Wilkins, of Cheryton, Devon - - - þ+ - - 500 June 20. Delivered Jeſeph Sayer, of Bradnich, Devon - - - = - - 143243305; - - 1,300 
: June 10. Sheered — A - oo|- - 2,200 | Decemb. 31. Remains in his Cuſtody regiſter d anew = - - - - - - - F-----|----- — - 9:0 
Decemb. 31. | Remained in his Cuſtody, as per Account adjuſted this Day F - - - - |- - - - - > = = yoo | | | - - 2,200 
Dewon, | g ; So 
Bradnich. 5 Joſeph Sayer, Manufacturer. | 7 3 of 3 n 5 Jeſepb Sayer, Manufacturer. | 3 2 
— | 
1741. : Es | 1741. | 
June 16. | Received from Tho. Wilkins, of Cheryton, Devon Cx ==} ooo - = - 1,660 Sept. 29. Manufactured into Serges and Hoſe - - - - - - << - - - = E - = 2,000 
20. Received from Jobn Jones, of Bampton, Denn „„ - - - 1,300 Delivered in Worked in imall Parcels - - - - -- —— 9881 45 
; | — ——_— Remains in his Cuſtody - „ F | —— — - gig 
. | - - - 2,960 
b RY 5 — - - - 2960 
Sept. 29. Remained then in his Cuſtody, as per Account adjuſted - - . Irs — „ 
O#. 29. Receive" "ram Henry Fackſon, of Exon, Devon - - - « - — 47) - - - - 6g0 Od. 26. | Delivered Edward Edzvards of Creditan, Devon, 650 Pounds of 3 = 
| | | Worſted, computed to contain - - = - = = = = » e -- Fo — | 
Decemb. 14. Delivered Jobn F aci/on, of Stoke Cannon, Devon, 180 Pounds of } 5 
Yarn, computed to contain - - - = <= - « = = > « «= = - 0 e . 235 
25. Remained in his Cuſtody, regilter'd anew + - - - - - - - - - - - Ff —_— $75, 
. - - -1605 | - 1685 
1 — — ꝶ6ꝛ„ꝛ3 5 FEES 771 x i — ——— | 
Sn, Fobn Fack/on, Manufact ; Pounds of Devon, | 
Stoke Cannon. chen, Manufacturer. | Wool 1 Jobn 7 ackfon, Manufacturer. 
2 5 
emo. 14. Received from Fojeph Sayer, of Bradni 2, Devon, | 
Wezfzd, computed to contain eee >: x _ wh a „ 55 
Devon, Henry Fackſon Fel | | Pounds of Devon, i Pounds of 
Exox. 3 monger. 1 Wool. 2 | Henry F ackfon. Wo l. 
1741. | Skins. | 1741. Ski | | : 
Sept. 28. Received - - - H-- | 100 | O&.12. Pulled and dried - A2 ry "IN = Delivered Bradnich, Devon = = - + - + 5. <4. 
O. 5. Received - - - H - - bo > 16. Pulled and dried - - A2 BE © Oct. 29. F ofeph Sayer, of AAICD, WEVOR B----|----- - - 690 
— E - = = 690 
_—_ Edward Edwards, Manufacture | Pounds of Devon, 1 ; 
Crediton. 9 r. | | Wool. Crediton. Edward E daverds. 
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T may not be amiſs, before I enter upon the Subject, 
to give the Reaſons that induced mne to anſwer the 
Remarker on Mr. Webber's Scheme and the Draper: 
Pamphlet ; which were, firſt, the Draper*'s thinking it 
too much beneath him to take any Notice of ſo weak, 
: ſo wicked, and ſo ſcurrilous an Author, whoſe very Remarks 
| | will convince every candid and impartial Reader of the Truth of 
: what the Conſequences of Trade aſſerted, and the Excellency of Mr. 
Webber's Scheme, were there no Anſwer written to it. Secondly, ; 
| The great Miſeries and Calamities my Country labours under, , | 
which every Day ſo ſurprizingly increaſe, that had the Remarker 
denied it, as he doth not once attempt to do, it would have been 
2 obſerves, Words, tho pn | 
ſerve to amuſe, will neither the Hungry, cloath the bed. |; 


| 
nor pay Rents and Taxes, no more than defend us from power- 
| ful wa 


deſigning Enemies. 8 From my full Mm” 
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„ Skins. | 1741. | Skins, „ r 
— 28 Received - - - H - 100 | OZ. 12. Pulled and dried- A. - « 10 - - - 440 Gg. 29. | Delivered Fofepb Sayer, of Bradnich, Deven 83844 
G. 5 Received - - - H- 60 | - - 19. | Pulled and dried -- A2. - -60 - - - 250 | 
160 - - - 160 | - - - 690 
? 1 — | :ds of 
Devon, Pounds of Devon, { | : Pour 
_ : Edward Edward:, Manufacturer. WO Edward Edwards — 
1741. 174t. = 
os 26. Received from Jeſeph Sayer, of Bradnich, Devon, 650 Pounds of + 6. a ec, 31. Manafactured into Serges - > - <-> == == =====5 E ---- | 1 - <0 _ 
| Worſted, computed to conti 6 | 7 | | | 
928 
"PF ; Pounds of 
Waterford. James Rivers, Merchant. "ou m Waterford. June Rivers, | Wool. 
1741. | 1741. 
I . Received from James Roſs of Wexford - - - - - - - - - C----|----- 100,000 Aug. 31. Delivered on board the Ship 2 of Minthead, Capt. _ k 5,000 
10. | Received from John Bancks of Kilkenny « - - - - - - - - 3 65,000 James, for Barnſtaple - > - > = = = = = = = = = "i | 
165,000 
| | | f Bats of | : ; as Willi _ 4 Pounds of 
Waterford. The Ship John, of Minchead, Capt. William F ames. Wool. Waterford. The Ship John, of Minehead, Capt. William James. | Wool. 
725 1 E | ' 
1. 9s ; | 4 
=” 31. | Received of James Rivers, of this Place, for Barnſtaple M - | - - - » - 165,000 | | 
— ple { The Ship John, of Minehead, n William James. 8 RT ple. c The Ship Fohn, of Minehead, Capt. William Fames. es. 
| 
[> Ke. Delivered Robert Roberts, of this Place, from Watcrford - - - N - - ----- 
Barg F Robert Roberts, Merchant. ; Pounds of [Devon, | Robert Roberts. | 
Barnſtaple ; ; Wool. | Barnſtaple. 8 Ke 
SIE 1 — A 
1741. . : 1741. | | 
Sept. 25 Received from on board the John, Will. James, from Waterford -O| - - - - - 165,000 ; 4 
The Regiſtry of Ships to tranſport Wool. The Regiſtry of Ships to tranſport Wool. : E 
| — The Ship John, William James Maſter. 2 A 5 The Ship Jobn, William James Maſter, —_ 
YE, B 
1741. 1741. Kaas, 
2 15. Gave Security — — — — — — — — — — — K. 27 15 Received a Certificate of his having delivered the Wool at Barnflaple — — — : $ 
31. | Took out a Certificate to fail for Waterford — — — — X. 1745. i N nes 
: May 30. | The Security was diſcharged and cancelled — — — : - — — — . 
Devon, | ; . Devon, i f Servants diſc from Service. 
ie The my of Servants bound to Service. e "ORG : | The Regiſtry o DS: harged fro 4 
1741. 1742. ; . , | 
22 I. 1 Thomas, of V. _—_ - omerſer, bound, to nay —4 Adams, Mercer, for 7 Years — P. (Aoi 2. | Mary Martin, late of Biddeford, Devon, diſcharged from Mary White, having ſerv'd 1 Year 8. 
2. Mary Martyn, of Biddefor evon, nd to Mary White, Widow, for 1 Year — — — R. a 
3 * Jebnſm, of Tiverton, Devon, bound to Fohn Salter, Yeoman, for 3Vears — — —R. 22 3 Janes Falle, late of Tiverton, Devon, diſcharg'd from Jobn Salter, Yeoman, my * 
| ”ﬀT, I. a IR late of Watchet, Somerſet, diſcharg'd from Dona, Adams, Mer cer, havin ; 
| ſerv'd 7 Year — ——— QC 1 9 
D . D 4 Þ erſons who go abroad bi 3 4 4 
evon, . evon, - to T ä | 
Cullumpton. 8 The Regiſtry of Perſons who go abroad to labour or ſerve. | Cullumpton. | The Regiſtry,of Perſons who go 90 
1741. mn Woolcomber, 1744. A Jane Gel Weaver , = 
April 18. He took out a Certificate to go — to labour or ſerve — — --. mY Math 26. He was then at Wells — — — — — — — —— —- —- 22 — — — — — 
20. | He was then at Wellington — — — — — . W. 30. | He was then at Bath — — — — — — —— W — — — — 
30. He was then at Taunton — — — — — — — — — — — — — = — — —W. Fane 26. He returned Home and deiverad op ks Certificate neee, 
May 12. He was then at Salisbu ß — — — — — — — — — — — — — —- W. — 4 l I 
| He returned Home and delivered up bs ent, e U. | | 
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Dewon, 1 
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1741. i | . 
Sept. 25. Raze g- o 
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Mr. WEBBER's Scheme, &c. 


T may not be amiſs, before I enter upon the Subject, 
to give the Reaſons that induced me to anſwer the 
Remarker on Mr. Webber's Scheme and the Draper's 
Pamphlet ; which were, firſt, the Draper's thinking it 
too much beneath him to take any Notice of ſo weak, 

ſo wicked, and ſo ſcurrilous an Author, whoſe very Remarks 
will convince every candid and impartial Reader of the 'Truth of 
what the Conſequences of Trade aſſerted, and the Excellency of Mr. 
Mebber's Scheme, were there no Anſwer written to it. Secondly, 

The great Miſeries and Calamities my Country labours under, 
which every Day ſo ſurprizingly increaſe, that had the Remarker 
denied it, as he doth not once attempt to do, it would have been 
in vain ; for as the Draper juſt] — Words, tho 1 — 1 
ſerve to amuſe, will neither feed the Hungry, cloath the Naked, 
nor "Pay Rents and Taxes, no more than defend us from power- 
ful and deſigning Enemies. TO" From my full a | 

| | | 5 o 
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of the utter impoſibilty of our being able to prevent our being re- 
duced to become a Province to France, if the Exportation of our 
ummanufactured Wool is not immediately ſtopt, which great ard 
impending Danger the Remarker doth not undertake to diſprove. 
As to the Weakneſs, Wickedneſs, and Scurrility of the Author, 
they abound in every Page of his Performance, and ſhall be taken 
Notice of as we go through it, tho? it does ſo plainly occur to any 
Perion who is void of Prejudice and indued with common Senſe, 
To give a moſt material Inſtance of it before I go any farther : 
His preſent Remarks then are on the Sketch of a Scheme which 
delivered to Parliament eight Vears fince, as one which their 
an, could mae etcual, tho' he impoſes them on the Pub- 
Hek as Remarks on a Scheme which Mr. Webber delivered to Par- 
liament two or three Months ſince, more particularly explained; 
which Conduct, at the ſame time that it expoſes the Weakneſs and 
Wickedneſs of the Author, is a tacit Acknowledgement of the Ex- 
cellence of the Scheme, and makes it too obvious that he is one of 
thoſe who proceed on the Gazeteer's Plan of, the avorſe they 
ewrite.the better, and that the Patron of ſuch Writings muſt be 
droye to great Extremities in being obliged to take up with ſuch 
mean Shitts, like one who is on the point of being ſwallowed. up 
catches at any thing he can lay hold on to ſupport himſelf, even tho? 
it can ſerve only to ſink him, not only the faſter, but deeper too. 
As to the Miſeries and Calamities of the Country, the Draper”s 
Pamphlet had not been publiſhed long before there came up the 
moſt melancholy Accounts from all Parts of this Kingdom, as well 
as Ireland, ſetting them forth and confirming what he advanced, 
tho" they vaſtly exceeded all that he had advanced on that Head, 
or that he himſelf could have imagined, great as he knew them to 
be. From Devonſbire in particular it was aſſerted, that the poor 
Woollen Manufacturers there were ſo far reduced for want of La- 
bour, as to feed on Grains, tho' no People of what Rank ſoever 
were wont to feed on better Victuals than they once did, and by 
their Labour could afford to do. The plentiful Condition of that 
County, which is for the moſt part naturally barren, by Improve- 
ments made fince the firſt Eſtabliſhment of the Woollen Manufac- 
tures there, is {et forth in a Pamphlet which I publiſhed laſt Year, 
which not only demonſtrates, how much the Face of the whole 
three Kingdoms would be altered, and how much their Rents and 
Value would be advanced, were but the Exportation of our Wool 
prevented, but what fatal Conſequences on the other hand mult 
neceſſarily attend the ſuffering it to go off unmanufactured. The 
Miſeries and Calamities of this once rich and flouriſhing County 
are ſo great, that I cannot forbear giving one Inſtance of it, 
which was related to me by a Gentleman of great Worth, Honour 
and Veracity, lately come to Town. It is as follows; That in a 
0 f certain 


2 Gaeteer of the oth of March. | 
$1:titled dome Conſiderations on the Woollen Manufactures, Sc. 
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certain Pariſh there, bordering on Somerſenſbire, which was full 
of Manufactures (for the ' greateſt Part of D-won/bire was within 
theſe twenty Years but as one great Village employed in the 
Woollen Manufactures, which extended themſelves and were car- 
ried on in Country Pariſhes as well as in Towns) the poor Wretches 
for want of Employ were ſo reduced, as to be forced to apply for 
Relief, in ſuch Numbers, that thoſe who'took on them the Manage- 
ment of the Affairs of the Pariſh, ſhut them up in a Workhouſe, 
and having kept them there till half of them died for want of pro- 
per Care and Neceſſaries, finding the Numbers which remained 
to be too chargeable, they turned them out again to beg their 
Bread. And nothing is more certain than that Thouſands and 
Thouſands of thoſe poor Wretches have died in that County fince 
the beginning of lait Year, for want of Neceſſaries, and by Dif- 
eaſes contracted by eating unwholſome Food. And no lets cer- 
tain is it, that this Calamity ſpreads like a Deluge over the Coun- 
try, the ſame Accounts having been ſince that time tranſmitted from 
Somerſetſhire alſo; and that it is come up ſo far as the Neighbour- 
hood of Marlborough in Wilſſbire, where they now eat Grains too, 
as I have Authority to produce. I know it hath been induſtriouſly 
inſinuated, and it was lately urged to my ſelf by an honourable 
Gentleman, that the Woollen ManufaQures of the Weſt were 
ſhifted to Yori/bire ; but a good part of the Manufactures of the 
County of De-wor in general, and all thoſe of that Pariſh, the Mi- 
ſeries of which I have been relating in particular, were wont to be 
exported to thoſe Nations which are now ſerved, not with Yorkforre, 
but French Woollens, of which I have been an Eye-witneſs, as al- 
ſo that there are exceeding great Quantities of Woollen Goods 
made at Liſle in French Flanders not only for the Conſumption of 
France, but of Spain too 3 whereas within theſe thirty Years the. 
Inhabitants of that City themſelves were wont to draw great 
g—_ from England in general, and Devonſbire in particular, 
which they ſmugg'ed into France; who could not at that time 
cloath its own Inhabitants, much leſs drive us out of all our 
Woollen Trade *. Beſides ; that the Woollen Manufadtures in ge- 
neral are not ſo flouriſhing in Jorſſpbire, I have Authority to pro- 
duce ; and in particular that the City of 794 hath loft them ſome 
Years, I am alſo credibly informed that at Hall;fax they pay no 
leſs than 145. in the Pound for Taxes, which ſliews that there is 
neither a flouriſhing Trade in Woollens in that Town in particu- 
lar, nor in the County in general, whatever ſome People may have 

aſſerted to ſerve a Turn; for where People are poor, there M 
work cheap, and where Labour is to be had cheapeſt, there thoſe 
who carry on Buſineſs always will apply for it; and this alſo the Pe- 
tition from the City of York to Parliament, complaining not ay 

| 0 


nn 


Ju the Pampblet already mentioned, is an Account of the N bol. 
len Manufactures eſtabliſhed at Liſle, as they /toad in the Tear 
1736. *. N 
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of the Decay of the Woollen Manufactures there, but all over that 
County, confirms, as doth the Petition of Hallifax the Decay of 
thoſe of that Town. It hath alſo been aſſerted to me, that the 
Woollen Manufactures of Norwich are very flouriſhing, but the 
Petition ſent from thence ſhews the contrary. I could purſue this 
Amen: throughout the whole Kingdom, and ſhew that the 

ity is general . But to come nearer home to the Manufac- 
tures of Sp:zt/efie/ds and of the Town in general. Let their Na- 


ture be what they will, they all depend on the Woollen Manufac- 


tures, and will riſe or fall in proportion as thoſe flouriſh or decay, 
they being the great Wheel of the whole Machine, and as it 
moves or ſtands ſtill, ſo they alſo will move on or ſtand till. 
And here thoſe who will give themſelves the Trouble of 
inquiring into it will find Thouſands and Thouſands of thoſe 
poor Wretches, who were wont to bring ſo much Wealth in 


among us, reduced to the utmoſt Extremity for want of Em- 
' ploy; ſo that ſcarce a Day paſſes but gives melancholy Ac- 


counts of their hanging and drowning themſelves, and their 


unhappy Children with them, to free them from their Miſery ; 


If their ſtealing Bread and boiling Puppy Dogs to feed them- 
ſelves with, and the next Accounts perhaps will tell us of their 
killing one Child to feed themielves 2 reſt of their unhappy 
Family; for many poor Wretches declare they have not taſted a 
bit of Fleſh ſince Chriſtmas, but have ſuſtained themſelves by 
Herbs picked in the Fields, boil'd and eat with Salt and Bread F. 
Inſtances never known before in peaceable Times, or atleaſt when 
we have no Enemies to do with that could poſſibly have ſtood fo 
long againſt us, but among our ſelves, and can ſcarce be paralel'd 
any where but in the longeſt and ſtraiteſt Sieges. Such and ſo great 
are the Miſeries of thoſe poor Wretches who are obliged to ſtay 
at home; great Numbers of others are gone into the Army and the 


Fleet, maintain'd by that Nation to the Support of which they 


were wont fo greatly to contribute, and not a few are gone to 
cultivate and carry on thoſe Manufactures abroad in which they 
can find no Empioyment at home, of which I can give Inſtances 
not only in Town but in the Country too; it having been too long 
a Practice for Perſons to come over from France to delude and draw 
over poor briſk young Fellows, and after they have learnt from 
them all they know, to force them to take on in the Lib Troops 
which are in their Service, in order one Day to make them . 

ay, 


t The Fudges ho went the laſt Circuits, could not, doubtleſs, 
but obſerve the Calamities of the Country. 

+ Since my writing the above, a Gentleman of Worth, Honour, 
ard ſtrict Veracity, hath ſent me a Letter, to let me know that hehath 
received certain Accounts from Weſtmoreland, tha the pos Ma- 
nu factufers there are in a moſt deplorable Condition, flarving and 
felling their Cloaths for Bread; and thoſe who have none to ſell, eat 
Grains, and that there was the ſame Complaints in Yorkſhire too, 


(5) 
Way, too, Inſtruments of their Country's Ruin ; and beſides our 
Natives, great Numbers of Foreign "Tradeſmen and Artiſans, 
have left us for Want of that Buſineſs and Gain which mduc'd 
them to come over, which accounts for thoſe great Numbers of 


Houſes which are void and uninhabited within the Bills of Mor- 


_ {aid to amount to no leſs than 8000*, as appears from the 
Books of the Window-Lights, to the great Loſs and Impoveriſh- 
ment of the Owners, as well as the Tedlening the Revenue and 
the Strength of the Nation. Many of theſe Houſes are ſcituated 
in the moſt Principal Parts of the Cityt, and ſo well accuſtom'd, 
that a Perſon could not but with Difficulty within theſe few Years 
have hired one of them, and if he could be ſo fortunate, he was, 
with Induſtry and Oeconomy, certain of making his Fortune. 
How unaccountable is it then for any one to urge that the Trade 
and Inhabitants of the City of London are ſhitted to Weſtminſter, 
which is altogether as ridiculous as it would be to ſay, that the 
Trade and Inhabitants of Spzrtlefie/ds are removed to Groſvenor- 
Square. Nor is it an Anſwer ſufficient to ſay, that our Woollen 
Trade is gone to decay by Reaſon of the War with Spain; for 
every one knows that Spain was cheifly ſupplied with Woollens 
from France before the War, tho' they were not able within ſo 
few Years to cloath themſelves but with our Woollens ; but for 


ſome time paſt, beſides their ſupplying moſt other Nations, they | 


have in ſome Meaſure done it in reſpect to our ſelves too, French 
Woollens being continually ſmuggled in amongſt us to my cer- 
tain Knowledge, and are worn = 

Rank only, but by thoſe of inferior too, tho' it is to be pre- 
ſumed that theſe latter donot know from what Quarter they come; 
this I aſſert from my own Knowledge. The Reaſons why France, 
will always be able to underwork us, if they get our Wool, may 
be ſeen in the Conſequences of Trade, which the Remarker has not 
attempted to diſprove ; and as for what has been alledged, that 
our Calamities are owing to the laſt hard Winters and 'Failure of 
our Harveſts, were but our Manufactures flouriſhing, and had our 
Labourers money to buy them, we ſhould have no Want of Ne- 
ceflaries, although we were obliged to import them from abroad ; 
which is the Caſe of France, who actually carry off our Proviſions, 
notwithſtanding the Embargo ; whilſt our Poor, for want of that 
Labour which they rob us of, have in the midſt of Plenty their 
Bread, without a Metaphor, taken out of their Mouths ; ſo evident 


is it that we can refuſe that Nation nothing, whom we oblige with 


our Wool. Nor are thoſe Extravagancies and that Luxury which 
ſo much prevail among Perſons of Superior Rank, ſufficient to 
count- 


n 
* 8000 Houſes at but fix Perſons in a Houſe amount to 48,000 
"who pay no Taxes, which however muſt be raiſed whether on ma- 
ny or few. | . ; 
I Fleet-ſtreet, Pater-Noſter-Row, Ludgate-Hill, London-Bridge, 
and even Cheapſide. 22 
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(6) 
counterballance the Poverty and Diſtreſs of their Inferiors, fo as 
to make us believe the Nation to be in ſo rich and flouriſhing a 
Condition as is wont to be repreſented. But fearing I have dwelt 
too long upon this Head I come now to ſhew from whence my 
Conviction proceeds that we are come ſo near to the Point of be- 
coming a Province to. France, that we can ſcarce poſſibly avoid it, 
did we ſet about taking Meaſures immediately to prevent it, which 
we are very far from doingf, that I can ſee. And here I ſhall not 
repeat what the Draper hath ſo evidently made appear, and which 
the Remarhker tacitly acknowledges ; I ſhall only obſerve that our 
'Trade hath been decaying for theſe 20 Years paſt : In the Begin- 
ning ſo inſenſibly that it was ſcarce felt, and when it was firſt per- 
ceiv'd, it paſt only for the Effects of the South Sea Scheme, and its 
having ſo much impoveriſht and brought ſuch Ruin on People, as to 
render them incapable of carrying it on with that Vigour as they 
did before that execrable Project was put in Execution. All thofe 
Arts that have been put in Practice ſince, in order to forward and 
encourage that Decay, I ſhall not enter into the Detail of. It is 
enough for me to obſerve that it actualh/ hath grown upon us like 
Arithmetical Progreſſion, or like a great and rapid Br which 
hath broke through it Banks; the Breach of which was not at 
frſt perceived, but at length becomes ſo great as to overflow all 
the Country round about us, ſo that it cannot be reduced into its 


ancient Channel but with vaſt Expence, if it be poſſible to ſucceed 


at all in attempting it. Thus tho* our Manufactures and our Com- 
merce have been decaying ſo many Years, yet have they gone more 
to Ruin this laſt Year than they did in very many Years before; 
and as there 1s not the leaſt Profpett of Red 8, that J can ſee, 
what can hinder us from being overwhelm'd by it? That France 
is the only Nation on Earth that can inſlave us, and that they long 
have had ſuch Deſigns is what the Draper hath plainly proved; 
and as it remains unanſwer'd by the Remarkter, it mutt be taken 
for granted. I ſhall only obſerve, that this is not the only Nation 
on Farth that hath been made to overflow with Riches and Plen- 
ty by the Woollen Manufactures being carried on among them, 
and that the Loſs of thoſe Manufacturies hath reduced them to 
Beggary and Slavery“, and I defy the Remarker or his Fellow 
Helpers to deny what the Draper aſſerts, that without an Altera- 


tion of Meaſures, and a ſpeedy one too, this Government alio 


muſt ſoon be overturn'd and the Nation ruined irretrievably. 
From this Introduction after having juſt taken Notice of. a moſt 

notorious Falſehood which he would impoſe upon his Country Read- 

ers, as if the Draper's Pamphlet had not been known in Toxvy, 


where- 


— 


1 No notice hath been taken of it this Seſſions, tbo' the Fortifications 
of Dunkirk hawe been fo long carrying on, no more than Care hath 

en taken to prevent the Exportation of Wool. 

In the Pampblet beforementioned the Condition of Flanders and 
Antwerp is compar d with England and London. | 


41 
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hereas on the contrary, almoſt the whole of it was inſerted. 


rom Time to Time, by Extracts taken from it, not only by the 
Daily Poſt, but Champion and Englihman's Evening-Pojt, and 
that voluntarily and without any Application made to them for it) 
I come to the Remarker, where he firſt takes Notice of Mr. 
W-bber's Scheme, which, as hath been already obſerved, is not that 
which the Draper recommended, as appears by his having aſſerted 
that it would not only eaſe Pariſb Rates, but prevent Parih Law- 
Suits, and ſuppreſs Vagrants, and Thieves, as well as employ them, 
which it lies upon the Remarker to prove that the moit excellent 
Scheme deliver d this Seſſions is not admirably well calculated to ef- 
fect: Whereas the Sketch of the Scheme deliver'd to Parliament for- 
merly, and publiſh'd in the Pamphlet, on which, he ſays, the Dra- 
pe:'s is founded, mentions not a Syllable of it; however it wil be 
proper to go through his Remarks, not only to ſhew they have lit- 
tle or no Foundation, and conſequently the Weakneſs and Wicked- 
neſs of making them, but alſo to clear up all other Objections that 
have hitherto = alledged againſt either, particularly thoſe in the 
Gentleman s Magazine, which inſtead of being a faithful and im- 
partial Record, is nothing but an Heap of Falſebocd and Partiality, 
ſerving only to impoſe upon well meaning Perſons in the Ceuntry, 
(for it is ſcarce read in Town) and to make them believe black 
is white, for he would not be ſuffered to take Minutes of his pre- 
tended Debates, was it not to ſerve a Turn. That this hath been 
his Deſign for many Years paſt, is not only too notorious to any 
one who will give themſelves the Trouble to reflect on his Writ- 
ings, but alſo appears in nothing ſo much as the monſtrous Light 
in which he has repreſented Mr. Webber's Scheme and the Pro- 
ceedings on it, all which I leave my Readers to judge of, and 
whether ſuch a Writer deſerves any more Encouragement from 
them for ſuch a Heap of Nonſenſe. I now proceed to the firſt Arti- 
cle of the Remarks, by which he endeavours to prejudice both the 
landed and trading Intereſt againſt it, by aſſerting the moſt noto- 
rious Falſehood, and that Mr. Vebber intended to burthen them 
with no leſs than 680,000 J. Yearly for carrying it on; whereas 
it is evident Mr. Vebber has declared he propoſes to do it not on- 
ly without any Charge, but on the contrary, makes the greateſt Of- 
ters to this Nation that ever was made by Man to any Nation, for 
which I refer to the Scheme delivered this Seſſion it ſelf: But here 
I my ſelf cannot help remarking how much on the contrary both 
theſe Intereſts would have been benefitted by it, if it had been ac- 
cepted, and that even within a little Time, beſides the eaſing of 
their Taxes and imploying their poor ſtarving fellow Creatures, 
which they are not capable of maintaining, which will appear 
from the great Advance there muſt neceſlari!y immediately be on 
{topping our Wool, and the great Demands, as well as Profit, there 
would have been in manufacturing it, confirmed by Facts which 
have actually happen'd, which wall alio ſerve for an Anſwer to 
thoſe who propole the G ſnould buy up Wool, Fa 
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ther to manufacture or to burn it, on Pretence we ſhall have no 
Returns of Trade in three or four Years, and that it will lie on 
Hand and be an intolerable Burthen to the Country; all which 
= ſhall endeavour to make appear from the following ſhort Propo- 
ons. | 
1. There is but little Wool on Hand at preſent, it having been 
22 bought up by the French, as it is at ſo low a Price, and 
aring they may poſſibly ſoon be depriv'd of the Opportunity of 
having any more. 


2. On Wool's being effectually ſtop'd, Gentlemen and all Per- 


ſons of Subſtance will keep their Wool in Expectation of an Ad- 


vance, which they were generally wont to do, and that ſome 
Vears when there was any Hopes of it. | 

3. What Wool neceſſitous People may have to ſell will be gree- 
dily bought up,” if not by the Manufacturers, yet by People of Sub- 
ſtance, | cubs being no ſurer way of getting Money than by lay- 
ing it out in any Merchandize which will not damage in keepin 
ſome Years, provided that Merchandize is at a very low Price, an 
for which there muſt neceſſarily come a Demand, and which may 
be turned into Money again — the Owner pleaſes. 

4. France and all other Foreigners will drop their Manufactures 
when they find they are like to have no more Wool to carry them 
on with, and our Manufactures will revive in proportion to the 
Decay of theirs. Not but that there will immediately come 

reat Demands for our Manufactures by Reaſon of their low 

Prices at preſent and the Certainty of their advancing in Time, 

and it is but too evident that the Profit advances naturally in pro- 
rtion to the Demand for any Thing. | 

The Truth of theſe Propoſitions is confirm'd by Facts, as by 
what happen'd on paſſing the Act 1. William and Mary, where- 


by private Perſons were commiſſioned to ſtop the Exportation of 


Wool, which they in a good Meaſure effected, till for ſome Rea- 
ſons, which I ſhall not mention, to avoid being thought to caſt Re- 
flections, the Proſecution of it was dropt. t notwithſtanding, 
whilit it was purſued, it had ſuch an Effect as to advance our 


Wool from 6 /. per Pack to 16 J. and our Manufactures to dou- 


ble the Price they bear at preſent. Another Inſtance I ſhall give 
of it, is by what happen'd in the Time of the Plague's being at 
Mar /ci!les, too well known and obſerved to need any Thing farther 
to be ſaid on that Head; and the laſt Inſtance is what happened no 
longer fince than the laſt War between the Emperor, and France and 
her Allies, which was no ſooner broke out, but in the Weſt of Eng- 


land, atleaſt, Wool advanced from 53 J. per Pack, to 8 J. or 9 /. and 


the Demands for thoſe Manufactures, which are now quite ſtop'd 
there, was exceeding great and advanced proportionably, whereas 
before that War broke out, they were come to-a very low Ebb. 
Now admit there are but one Million Packs of Wool grown amon 
us, whereas it appears by my Calculations, which I ſhall defend an 
confirm the Truth of before I have done, that there are a * 
an 
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and Half, as may be reaſonably ſuppos'd, every Penny per Ib. Ad- 
vance amounts to one Million clear Gain to the Nation; and let 
the Remarker or his fellow Labourers ſhew Cauſe why, if Wool is 
ſtopt effectually, it ſhould not, and that in a very few Years too, 
advance as high as ever, and conſequently what Foundation 
there is for any one to charge Mr. Webber or the Draper with. 
wild Notions and Whimfies when they talk of Millions. mueh 
for the landed Intereſt only; as for the Trading, I leave it to 
themſelves to form a Judgment what Advantage it will be to 
them, from what their Trade and Profit is at preſent reduced to, 
compared with what they themſelves know from their own Ex- 
perience, or have heard it aſſerted by others to have been formerly. 
But to return to the Remarker, as to what he alledges that the 

C s of the Regiſters and Permits would amount to, and be 
no leis than 300,000 J. yearly Charge on the Woollen Manu- 
fa@urers, ariſing by Two-pence to be paid for regiſtring every 
Parcel of Wool from one Pack to any Quantity, had Mr. Web- 
ber or any of his Friends aſſerted any Thing like it, they might 
well have paſs'd for Madmer, and he would have done well, if 
before he had made ſo monſtrous an Aſſertion he had conſulted his 
fellow Helper, the Magazine, who herein ſo mightily differs from 
him, as that he will ſcarce allow any Quantity of Wool to be 
wn among us at all. But here I cannot help remarking, that 

if ſo ſmall a Sum laid on every Parce! of Wool (for as he ac- 
knowledges it is not propoſed to be laid on every Pack) would 
bring in ſo conſiderable a Revenue, what immenſe Treaſures would 
not ſo very great a Duty (conſidering the Value of Money at 
that Time) as was laid on the Exportation of it by Edward III. 
bring in to the Publick ; How much good would it do, if it was 
diſtributed among thoſe who are ſtarving for Want of being em- 
ploy'd in manufacturing it; and how it is poſſible for any Na- 
tion to be guilty of ſo great an Overſight, as to part with ſo valuable 
a Commodity without any Manner of conſideration. But I ſhall 
leave it to him and his Brother Mag to ſettle it between them, 
whether it be poſſible for any Regifter's Office on that Foot to 
be worth from 200 J. to 1200 J. and 600 J. per Ann. at a Medi- 
um, ſeeing they differ ſo very widely ; and as to what he alled- 
ges, that Pari4 Clerks will not be _—_ of carrying on the Re- 
giſter, ic muſt be obſerved, tnat in the Scheme recommended by the 
Draper, it is evidently propoſed, that the Patentees ſhall find pro- 
per Perions for doing it. Not but that his Objections againſt Pa- 
ri/þ Clerks are groundleſs, provided they are otherwiſe qualified for 
it, ſeeing that it is propoſed that they ſhall never ſtir out of Doors 
on Account of the Regiftry, unleſs in Cafe of Fraud having been 
ractiſed; and ſo they will not only be capable of doing their 
Duty as Pariſh Clerks at the ſame Time by attending divine Ser- 
vice on Occaſion, but of following their own Profeſſions too, 
provided that it requires their Aitendance at home, eſpecially in 
imall Pariſbes, where the —_ will many Times be ſo _ 

an 
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and require ſo little Trouble, that 40 s. yearly may be ſufficient, 


and as for travelling Charges there will be none. But let this be 


as it will, the Patentees would undertake to find proper Perſons 
without burthening the Publick and conſequently the Charge of 
380,000 J. yearly on the Landed Intereſi alſo is without any Man- 
ner of Foundation. 4. 

As to his naming the Patentees *, and to its remaining to their 
Succeſſors, that is not only altogether reaſonable, but abtolutely 
neceſſary, in order to obviate thoſe Clamours which the Remar- 
ker h mſelf would raiſe againſt this Scheme. In his Examination 
of the ſecond Article about Chequering and Extents, with which 
he endeavours to frighten thoſe who are not ſenſible that nothing 
like it was ever intended by Mr. Webber, who if he would have 
come into that Way of thinking might have had his Scheme 
comply'd with, and thoſe Sums paid him for it, which the Dra- 
per aſſerts he from Time to Time refuſed, and which, as the 
Remarker doth not deny the Truth of, muſt be admitted. What 
he objects is, indeed, a good Reaſon why the Mini/ry ſhould have 
nothing to do with the Direction of this Scheme, but none àgainſt 
it, on the Foot it is propoſed to be carry'd it on, i. e. under the 
Direction of private Perſons, who are always to remain indepen- 
dent and under no Manner of J»fuence, and vonſequently would 
be turn'd out as well for Abuſe of their Truſt, as Neglect of Du- 
ty, unſupported as they would be, tho? it would be ſcarce in their 
Power to do ether. But ſuch a Tool could have nothing in his 
View, by ſetting Things in this Light, unleſs to impoſe on weak 
Readers. Altogether as weak and wicked is it in him to ſuggeſt, 
that the Legiſlature would not have taken Care of the Liberties of 
the Subject, as in all other Reſpects, ſo in providing that all 
.reaſonable Alloavances ſhall be made for any Accidents or Cir- 
cumſtances whatever, the very Words of the rough Draught of a 
- Bill which was drawn up, the Heads of which only were ordered 
to be printed, and ſhews that nothing is more evident, than that there 
will be no Difficulty for -any Perſon who hath parted with his 
Wool, or manufactur'd it, to get a Di/charge from it, and that 
without the leaſt Trouble or perional 1 But ſuppoſing 
that any Patentee, or the Committee who it is propoſed ſhall pre- 
ſide over them ſhould be ſo weak and wicked as to commence ma- 
licious Proſecutions for the Penalties, they are not only to be diſ- 


charged for it, and rendered incapable of acting any more in 


that Capacity, but it will not even be poſſible for them to vex a- 
y honeit Man, ſeeing the Growers of Wool, as well as the Manufac- 
| | | turers 


M,. Webber has but 2 Friends that he is ingaged to, the 

e choſe by their Counties or otherwiſe ; 
Yor he hath no Objefion to any Party, provided that they are Gen- 
temen of Fortune, and are d up from ever being under Miniſterial 


(17) 
turers, haye Liberty to account for it as if ſold or uſed in ſmall 
Quantities, and that in the Groſs and without any Oath impos'd 
on them for the Truth of it; notwithſtanding which, it is ſo well 
guarded againſt Knaviſh Practices, that I ſhould be glad to ſee 
the Remarker or any of his Accomplices, to ſhew how a Cargo of 
it may be ſent off. But ſuppoſing it poſſible that malicious ! ro- 
ſecutions may notwithſtanding be carried on againſt Perſons who 
are innocent, let it be confider'd that it muſt be tryed by a Fury, 
who will never be prevail'd on to give up their Neighbours to ſuch 
by gn: tho" at the ſame Time, as the Law in that Reſpect 
is ſo we l regulated, it may well be preſumed that no flagrant Of- 
fenders will eſcape unpuniſhed ; and this ſerves for an Anſwer to 
the Magazine in regard to his Infinuations, as to penal Laws,-and 
as if ſome Members would not admit of them, tho' for the Pre- 
ſervation even of Trade it ſelf, and conſequently of our heing any 
longer a Nation but Slaves to France; but who thoſe Menibers 
are, ſeeing none of them made ſuch Declaration openly, who are 
ſo much in the Intereſt of France, remaines a Secret; and it cannot 
be ſuppoſed, for Reaſons given by the Draper, any of them can 
be ſo indeed. ; | | 
I come now to the next Article of the Scheme, which the Re- 
marker takes any Notice of, and that is the 4, in his Objec- 
tions to which on p. 21 he ſtates his Caſe as if poor Perſons bought 
very ſmall Quanties of Vool to card and to ſpin in order to fell it 
to Clothiers, which Mr. Webber's Scheme leaves room' for, provid- 
ed thoſe Quantities are not too large, without any Application to 
the Regi/ters ; and ſo his Objection, which he ſet forth, as if atten- 
ed with thoſe ſeeminglyinſuperable Difficulties and Diſtreſſes, ceaſ- 
es; not withſtanding which, I defy either himſelf or his Accomplices 
toſhew how a Cargo of it may be drawntogether or ſhip'd off, much 
leſs that a Practice ſhould be made of it. But in the next Place, 
he ſays, thoſe very poor Women carry it to the Clothiers for whom 
they work, which implies, that the Wool was not their own Pro- 
perty, but that of the C/orhiers, as it is fitteſt it ſhould be, and as 
5 generally the Cafe throughout the Kingdom, and which if it is 
not, ought every where to prevail; as 5, 10, or 20 Packs of 
Wool may be bought together on better Terms than 10/. 20 J. 
or even 50 J.; in which Caſe alfo they would need no Application 
to the Regiſter. Not but that if the Exportation of Wool was 
ſtopt, it appears by what hath been before advanced on the 1/ 
Article, ſuch poor Perſons, if they were careful and induſtrious, 
would in time be able to purchaſe: as many Packs as they can 
Pounds now. But here again his Weakneſs and Wickedneſs ap- 
pear, in that he pretends to pity poor Wretches for Hardþips 
which never were propoſed to bs laid on them, nor conceived but 
in his own Brains, I would have ſaid Scul, and at the ſame time 
neyer propoſes any thing to help them out of the wretched Con- 
dition, to which they are actually reduced, 
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His Remarks on the th Article require no other Anſwer than 
that the Scheme which the Draper recommends is remarkable, 
for that there is not ſo much as an Oath required to be taken, on 
any Occaſion whatever, by any Perſon concerned in Wool, or the. 
ManufaQure or Tranſportation of it ; the like of which is ſcarce 
to be parallel'd in any other; nor are they required to bring Per- 
ſons to appear for them at the Regiſters, or ſo much as even to ap- 
pear in Perſon themſelves, and ſo his Objection intirely ceaſes. 

By his Remarks on the 6th Article, he endavours to prejudice 
Gentlemen in the Commiſſion of the Peace againſt it, by inſinuatin 
as if it would bring an Herculean Labour on them; whereas 
that is propoſed for them to do is, at their Quarter Seſſions, to ap- 
prove of proper Security, to qualify ſhips for the Tranſportation 
of Wool, which Security once given, will be ſufficient ſo long as 
the Parties concerned have no Objection againſt it; and to order 
Perſons, who are likely to become chargeable, Home to their 
reſpective Pariſhes, which is no more than they do at preſent ; 
but with this Difference, that they will have fewer Poor and con- 
ſequently leſs Bu/ine/s, only if they pleaſe they may look into the 
Copies of the Regiſters propoſed to be del.vered them, to ſee that 


no Frauds are carried on and connived at. 


As to what the Remarker ſays concerning Wafle, and that it 
is impoſſible to find a Remedy on that Score, it is ſaid, ęxpreſsly, in 
the Scheme recommended by the Draper, that all Manufacturers 
ſhall be diſcharged from ſo much Wool as they may compute may 
have been conſumed in manufacturing it into Cloths, &. how 
baſe, and how much of a-piece with his former Remarks is ſuch 
an Inſinuation, as is that other, as if it could not be done but on 
the Foot of the Exci/e, and Officers who muſt be continually vi- 
ting People's Houſes and ranſaching them, whereas it is plainly 
expreſt in the Scheme recommended by the Draper, that no Re- 
giſter is to vi/it any Perſon's Houſe whatever on any Pretence, but 
after Oath having been made of Suſpicion of Fraud having been 
committed, and even then it is propoſed it ſhall be done in the 
Daz-time only and at ſeaſonable Hours; and how monſtrous is it 
to put ſo gentle and eaſy a Regulation on the fame Foot, as the 
Exciſe Scheme or Bill to regulate Seamen, as the Magazine does, in 
both which the M——'s Will only would have been Law ; 
whereas what is here propoſed is no more, and even not ſo much as 
what Perſons do in ſearching for ſtolen Goods, which in Caſe an 
are found is to be decided by Furies ; the ſtrongeſt Objection that 
can be made againſt Exciſes, which would otherwiſe be as harm- 
leis as the Cuſtoms. So perfectly well agreed are thoſe two nota- 
ble Felow-He pers, that I cannot forbear remarking that their 
Obſervations, it is too evident, flow from the ſame Spring. But 
wherein conſiſts the Inpracticableneſs of putting the Scheme in Exe- 
cation, it lies ſtili upon the Mag aint or his Ohechors to make out. 

The next Objettion of the Remarker is, the Want of a proper 
Certaintz as to the Buyers of Fool, and this I ſhall fhew to be as 

| groundleſs 
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eſs as any offered yet, by illuſtrating it in the Example 
which he himſelf gives us, as follows. Edward Jones, of Taun- 
ton, buys Wool of a Farmer of Wilton, which Farmer, makes it 
in his Bargain to convey it to Taunton, for a Price agreed on, and 
accordingly he ſends it thither by his own Carriage, or by that of 
ſome one well known to him; on Delivery of which Wool to 
Jones at Taunton, the ſaid Jones gives or ſends, proper Notice (of 
which Forms and Directions will be printed for every Part of the 
Regiſter to make it eaſy to all concerned) to the Kegifter of that 
Town that he hath received into his Cuſtody, ſuch a tity of 
Wool from the Farmer of Wilton ;' on Receipt of which Notice, 
the Regiſter ſends him a Certificate that it is regiſtred to his Ac- 
count, which Certificate, is n to be given to the Far- 
mer of Wilion, or to the Perſon which he employed to be deli- 
vered to him, on producing whereof to the Kegifler of Wilton, 
the Farmer ſhall immediately be diſcharged, and in Caſe Jones 
ſhould afterwards be able to find Means to {ſmuggle it, which I 
defy him to ſhew how it is poſſible for him to do, and if after he 
has done it, he ſhould not be able to pay five Shillings for every 
Pound of it, it is propoſed, that he ſhall ſuffer and 
be incapacitated of receiving any more into his Cuſtody, and ſo 
he can do it but once after all; ſo perfectly ridiculous are all his 
Objections, and ſo excellently well calculated is it to anſwer the 
Ends propoſed. 

As to the Iriſb Woollen Manufactures, if Mr. Webber did pro- 
poſe in his former Scheme ſome Indulgence for Ireland in this Ar- 
ticle, yet in this he does not, but leaves it to the Wiſdom of Par- 
lament, whether they ſhall be continued on the ſame Foot as they 
are at preſent, or whether any Alteration ſhall take Place ; neither 
of which interferes with his Regi/ter. However, to oblige the 
Remarker, I will let him know Mr. Vebber's Sentiments of the 
Matter, which he ſtarted with an ill Deſign, and in order to raiſe 
a Jealouſy and a Contention between the Eng lib and {r;/> Woollen 
Manufacturers, who are both ſtarving, that fo the French may con- 
tinue to run away with the Bone from both. Mr. Webber then 
thinks, that Ireland ought to be treated by England as a younger 
Siſter, ſeeing its preſent Inhabitants are not only Fellow-ſubjects, 
but are in a good Meaſure deſcended from us too, and capable, 
ſhould they revolt, of doing us more Miſchief than any Nation 
on Earth; and he is ready to maintain, and even to demonſtrate, 
that if Ireland manufattur'd all their Hool, and even exported 
their Manufactures (which however, is more than they claim or 
expect to be indulg'd in,) it would be infinitely better for the Gen- 
tlemen o England, and the Woallen Manufacturers too, than that 
France ſhould have any of it to manufacture. But it too evidently 
appears, that the Remarker and his Fellow-helpers are Tools to 
France, and would rather ſtarve and ruin both Kingdoms, and 
that neither of them ſhould reap any Benefit by what Nature hath 
fo ſignally bleſt them with, and diſtinguiſht them by, than on 
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his French Patrons ſhould not be able to bring their favourite 
Scheme to take Place, of enſlaving and giving us up to our Here- 
ditary Enemies. In the Cauſes which he gives, why our Manu- 
ſactures flouriſhed during the laſt Wars, he out- does all his out- 
doings in Stupidity ; as if People did not wear Cloths, whether 


they are in the Army or not. Then as to forezgn Troops, let him 


diſprove what the Draper advances, that Foreigners are not able 
to cloath themſelves without the Help of our Vool; and as to 
Callicoes, and the like, there were as many worn when our 
MNoollen Manufa#xres were very flouriſhing, and perhaps more than 
at ent. 

All the Remarker's Objections againſt Mr Webber's Scheme 
having thus been anſwered and cleared up, and it having been 
fhewn in particular, that it will be ſo far from bringing an annual 
Charge of fix or /even hundred Thouſand Pounds on the Nation, 
that on the contrary it will bring in immen/e Treaſures, and ſo far 
from being ſo great a Burthen to the Landed and Trading Intereſt 
that it will be attended with ſuch great Advantages to it, I wou'd 
have the Remarker give ſome ſatisfactory Reaſons, why ſo good 
and ſo beneficial a Scheme ſhould be rejected, or even the Execution 
of it delayed? Why the Nation ſhould be burthened with Taxes, 
which they are not capable of paying, and thoſe Millions be re- 
fuſed, which Mr. Webber propoſed to raiſe this Year, the raiſing 
which, would have affected no Britiſb Subject? Why our Bread 
fhould be given away to our powerful and deſigning Enemies, and 
our Inbabitants ſuffered to ſtarve? Why Wool, tho* it was not 
thought proper to ſtop it thoſe many Years of Mr. Webber's Ap- 
plication by his Scheme, and juſt in his Manner was not ſtop'd by 
any other Method? Why the Cuſtom-houſe Officers are not as yet 
forced to do their Duty and ſtop it in the beſt Manner they ean, 
ſeeing they are capable of doing it ina great meaſure ? And laſtly, 
that as the Remarkey agrees with the Draper, that Trade is of 
great Advantage to all Nations, why it hath been fo very long 
and fo very much neg/e#ed, and fo very little Care taken to en- 


courage and protect it in this? For it is not enough for Gentlemen to 


aſſert that our Trade never was more flouriſhing than at preſent, 
and to appeal for a Proof of it to the Cz/?om-hou/e Books, which 
neither thoſe who refer, or are referr*d to them, would underſtand, 
or be capable of making a Judgment of, was it ble for 
them to come at the ſight of, -and have the Liberty of examining 
them: Such Aſertions may ſerve to amuſe, but cannot alter the 
Nature of Things, nor prevail againſt Matter of Fact and too 
ewoful Experience. As to the new Channel which he ſpeaks of, 
found out for our Moollens, he ſhould have ſaid rather for our 
Wool ; there being ſome Woollen Manafaturers, lately gone over 
to R to ſet forward that Buſineſs there too ; and it is too much 


to be feared, that was it poſſible for us to ſubſiſt as a Nation, 


without preſerving the Woollen Manufatures, no Nation in Eu- 
rope would come into Alliance with us in ſhort, without making 
| i 
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it a Part of their Sipulation, that they may have our unmanufac* 
tured Wool. Sweden it is certain prohibited laſt Year the Impor- 
tation of our Woollens, doubtleſs by the Inſinuations of her Ally, 
the French, who are ſo well qualified to inſtruct them what great 
Treaſures they would bring them, and that they- might ſoon be 
capable, not only of ſupplying themſelves with thoſe Manufa&#ures, 
but the reſt of the Northern World, as the French do the Southern 3 
which R—— is ſenſible of, and is concerting Meaſures how to 
ſupply themſelves, at leaſt, with them. 
mult now call upon the Remarker to ſhew Cauſe, why we 

ſhould not be able to work up ſo much Wool as France at N 
actually doth, why we ſhould not be able to find People to buy it, 
and why we ſhould not be able to get forty or fifty Millions yearly 
by it, ſeeing he hath not diſproved what the Draper hath ad- 
vanc'd on theſe Heads; and I ſhall be glad to ſee it demonſtrated, 
what could poſſibly have raiſed France from the poor, weak and 
diſtreſs'd Condition to which they were reduced, by carrying on 
ſo long and ſo unſucceſsful Wars, by the failure of the Fruits of 
the Earth, and by the Practices of the late Regent and Mr. Law, 
more deſtructive than either of them, to ſo rich and powerful a 
Condition in ſo few Years, notwithſtanding their labouring under 
the great Diſadvantages of beating us out of a Trade, in which 
we had been not only a Century or two eſtabliſh'd, but which are 
founded on Manufacturing the peculiar Produce of our own 
Country, which they come at, contrary to the ſtricteſt Laws of 
our Land; and notwithſtanding the vaſt nces they were at in 
that Time, if thoſe Manufactures had not brought them in not a 
few Millions yearly, ſeeing, as the Draper juſtly obſerves, they 
have made no Acquiſitions of Land that could poſſibly do it; for 
as to his Calculations of the Weight of Wool grown on every 
Sheep — the Kingdom, that is perfectly ridiculous, and 
nothing can be more moderate than what it is computed at in the 
Conſequences of Trade *, | 

As to what the Magazine aſſerts, of Mr. Webber's having im- 
poſed on the Houſe, in relation to the Quantity of Sheep ſlaugh- 
tered weekly for the Town, that is a Reflection of ſuch a Nature, 
as would not have been 7 * over with Impunity at other Times; 
nor is it ſafe for any Perſons but the Advocates of France to do 
it, even in theſe Times: However he muſt allow that the Ac- 
count was ſatisfactory to them, ſeeing the Gentleman from. whom 
Mr. Webber told them he had his Information, was at that very 


—— 


* If the Quantity of Waol grown among us is not even more than 
J have computed it to be, it lies upon the Remarker to make out, 
Hoco Twwo-pence paid for every Parcel, from one Pack to any Num- 
ber, would amount to, and be a yearly Charge of 300,0001. on the 
Woollen Manufacturers. But why he is guilty of ſuch Incon- 
' fetencies is but too obwious. 
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time attending, and might, if any Doubts had remained, been 
called in, and queſtioned himſelf about it 

That there were 30,000. Sheep ſlaughtered weekly for the 
Town till within theſe few Years, is what that Gentleman + hath 
fo much reaſon to be fatisfy'd of by many Years diligent Search 
into it, that he ventured on the Truth of it to offer no leſs than 
700 or 800 Guineas for the Fine of a Market, beſides Paying a 
oreater Rent for it than ever ; which, as he is a Man of good 
Senſe, he never would have offered without a good Foundation for 
it. But this Affair is too well known in London, it having been 
fo often aſſerted on the Exchange, as well as in publick and private 
Houſes, without being objected to; and ſo certain a Truth is it, 
that none of all the publick Papers that are read in Town, tho” 
often provoked to do it, have ever in the leaſt attempted to diſ- 
pute it; nor would there ever have been any ſuch Attempts made, 
were it not in order to impoſe upon the Country, who could not 
but take any thing for Fact, when aſſerted by io Faithful and im- 
partial an Author, as they have no Opportunities of informing 
themſelves otherwiſe. But let him make a Calculation, and de- 
monſtrate that a leſs Quantity of Mutton would ſerve the Town 
I do not fay now that 8000 Houſes are forſaken of their Inhabi- 
tants, and that ſo many of thoſe Perſons who remain, have not 
Money to buy Meat in ſo great Quantities, and too many of them, 
not even any at all; not that I would inſiſt on his making thoſe 
Calculations, with his Coadjutor the Remarſter, from the Bag- 


Hot Heath Croppers neither; this would be no more than I did 


before I publiſhed my Calculations, which I ſhould have inſerted 
here, but that I would gladly ſee ſome more of ſo worthy and 
ingenious a Gentleman's Performances, by which he would mighti- 
Ty oblige his Readers no doubt, as well as my/e/f; and let him 
> tp in particular, that a Pound of + Mutton is too much to be 
allowed for every Inhabitant one with another to conſume weekly, 
to me that Allowance ſeems not to be ſufficient, but that Deficiency 
may be accounted for by thoſe great Quantities that are ſlaughtered 
without coming into Smithſield at all, which makes ſtill for my 
Calculations. But ſhould thoſe Accounts, which he gives the Pub- 
lick, as taken from the Toll Books, have been aQtually taken from 


them, it argues nothing, but that there is ſome Roguery at the 


Bottom 


+ The Gentleman, with a Friend of his, who lived many Years 
in Smithfield, oi both be ready at any Time, to give any Perſon 
the ſame Satisfation, which they gave me, and may be heard of 
at the Publiſher's of this Pamphlet. J had likewiſe the Cu- 
vioſity to conſult an eminent Fell monger, who did aſſure me, that the 
Fell-mongers for ſeveral Years, Communibus Annis, bought ſo. 
many Shins, from Smithfield ;, avhich I preſume they could not 
have done, unleſs there had been ſo many Sheep ſlaughter d 


_eveetly. 


4 Ran. 


; ' C42) | 
Bottom of it, as too frequently happens in the Affairs of the Pub- 
lick, which however I cannot ſuppoſe, and the leſs for that this Au- 

har hath induſtriouſly ſet all Mr. Webber's Scheme and the Pro- 
ceedings on it, in a more odious Light than it could be imagined 
any Perſon could be fo profligate as to do, which ſhews plainly, 
that he is ſo abandoned a Wretch as to be capable of doing any thing: 
For which I appeal to the ſaid Scheme itſelf, and to the Letters 
which he hath ſo baſely miſrepreſented, particularly thoſe publiſhed 
on Cruels, which he ought to inſert in his Collections, if upon no 
other Account, yet to ſatisfy his Friend White, if there is any 
ſuch Perſon at Sz. Ives, where I have reaſon to think there are 
no ſuch Cruels made nor exported, as he ſpeaks of, which it is e- 
vident are thoſe for curious Needle-work, or rather Tapeſtry, the 
manufacturing of which amounts to, not to ſay 40 J. per Pack, but 
ſome, of the Richeſt of them, to Hundreds of Pounds per Pack, 


which Manufactures, were we but wiſe and not infatuated, mult ne- 


ceſſarily be immediately dropt abroad and be tranſported hither. 
He ought alſo to have obſerved, that by my Calculations the 
Wool of Great-Britain and Ireland (the Vell and Lamb's Wael 
included) amounted to, at leaſt, a Million and Half of Packs year- 
Iy, whereas I computed it only at a Million, it being deſigned to 
ſet the Value of Wool in ſuch a Light, as to demonſtrate its be- 
ing worth our Regard, not to aſcertain the exact Quantity grown; 
but what would he and the Remarker have ſaid, had I calculated 
the Value from the moſt that it appear'd to me to be, and conſe- 
quently made it amount to half as much more. But one can- 
not expect Juſtice done him by a Perſon who doth all he poſſi- 
| bly can, on the contrary, to delude and deceive his Readers, 
andis ſo ſtupid or perverſe as to ſay, that either the Draper, or his 
Friends, calculated from thence the Power of Great-Britain and 


Treland, and the Benefits ariſing from the Scheme, ſeeing Mr. 


Webber hath expreſly aſſerted that the Million yearly forever, 
which he propoſes to bring from Foreigners, is not to ariſe by 
any Tax either on Sheep or Wool ; and conſequently let the Quan- 
tity of them be more or leſs it will not be affected by it, no more 
than that other Part of it ſo admirably well calculated, and ſo ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the R 8 and Well-being of the Na- 
tion. So that after all, theſe French Adwocates can ſay, there has 
been nothing advanced but what remains ſolid and without vaniſh- 
ing into Smoke, But I now call upon them to anſwer the Draper's 
ertion, that we ſhould be infallibly undone were our Loſs year- 
ly but Ten Millions only, and our Enemies Gain in proportion to it. 
Thus I hope the Magazine's Objections and Inſinuations are fully 
anſwered. | 
I now return to the Remarker, where he c s the Draper 
with having, in the moſt :mpious Manner, called God to witnefs, 
to the greateſt Falſities, in aſſerting that his Majeſy had granted 
Mr. Webber a Charter nine Years ago, for an Univerſal Regiſter, 
ſince in Fact, ſays he, his 1420 never granted ſuch 2 W 
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In Anſwer to which, the preſent Conjuncture will not ſuffer me, to 
ſet forth the Steps that were taken this Seſſions, to procure an Act 
for the Confirmation of it, which if I were permitted to do, I 
ſhould expoſe the Remarker, and the Falfity of his Aſſertions in 
as ſtrong a Manner as T have hitherto done in any Inſtance ; all I 
can do, is to inſert the following Petition, which was intended to 
have been preſented to the Houſe, and which the Hon. Gentle- 
man would not have undertaken to do, could it have been refus'd 
on Account of there having been no ſuch Charter granted, as in 
Fact it was not. | 


To the Hon. the Commons of Great-Britain, in 
. Parliament aſſembled, the humble Petition of Sa- 
| muell Webber, Serge- maker, ſheweth, 


40 HAT your Petitioner, ten Years ago, was recommended, 
be: by above Six hundred Thouſand Woollen Traders, 
« to his Majeſty, for the obtaining an Univerſal Regiſtry in 
Charter for himſelf and Company, in order to prevent the Ex- 

.««< portation of -UnmanufaQtur'd Wool to Foreigners; that his 
Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle did, in his Great Goodneſs, pro- 
* miſe to deliver and recommend a Petition to his Majeſty, in be- 

« half of the ſaid Samuel Webber and Company for ſuch a Char- 

ter ; that his Grace's Secretary, Charles Delafay, Eſq; ſent a 

« Meſſenger with a Summons, requiring the ſaid Samuel Webber 

« and Company to attend at Newcaſtle Houſe, which accordingly 

te they did, and were then told that, according to their Petition, his 

«© Majeſty had been graciouſly pleaſed to grant them the Charter 
«« requeſted ; that the Fees due to his Grace, on Account of ſuch 

Charter, were forty Guineas, but that, in Confideration of 

the great and publick Utility of the Charter, his Grace would 

„be ſo good as to remit his Demand, for which Act of Genero- 

* fity we waited on his Grace with our Humble Thanks, and 
„ were ordered by his Grace to wait on the Attorney-General, 

* who had Inſtructions to report or form a Charter; that the Attor- 

« ney-General, in order thereto, directed us to get an Afﬀidavit 

drawn up and ſworn to before a Maſter in Chancery, ſetting 
forth the Advantages that would ariſe to his Majeſty and the 
Nation from ſuch a Regiſtry in Charter, and bring it to him, 

which accordingly we did; that the Attorney-General did far - 
ether order us, to carry him Copies of the Stocking-Frame- 
«© Knitters and Tobacco-Pipe-makers Charters (they being alfo 
* Univerſal ones) for Precedents ; that he told us, moreover, 

«© that he had returned it to Hampton-Court, but ſaid that it 
« would beexpedient, for the more eaſy Execution of the Char- 

«< ter, to get his Majeſty's Grant confirm'd by an Act of Parliament, 
<« adviſing us to apply to the Legiſlature for that Purpoſe ; ** 
* 66 Ee 


( 19 ) 
ce the next Seſſion, we did petition the Parliament, who choſe a 
Committee; but that the Parliament drawing near a Diſſolu- 
« tion, Sir W- Y-—— acquainted the fait Samuel Wibber 
„ and Company, that it was his Majeſty's Pleaſure to viſit kia 
% German Dominions, and the Defire of the Members to retire 
«© as ſoon as poſſible to their ſeveral Countries, andtherefore that 
1 oy wp noe Time to p ſuch an Act that —— — 
they might be aſſured of obtaining one upon next Meeting 
« of the PR TEE bein a Taiehful Narrative of the Pro- 
« ceedings of the ſaid Samuel Webber and Company, in reſpect 
to their Charter for an Univerſal Regiſtry, and an AR of Parlia- 
ment to confirm it, they cannot, without the higheſt Indignity 
« to the Honour of the moſt Honourable Perſons, queſtion whe- 
<< ther the harter was actually granted, or whether the Goodneis 
<« of this Hon. Houſe, will be pleaſed to make ſuch his — — 
« gracious Favour effectual, by paſſing ſuch an Act, as they had ſo 
* much Reaſon given them to hope for.— And as a reaſonable In- 
< ducement to the paſſing ſuch an Act, the Petitioner begs leave to 
«« repeat, what he Been aſſerted, that the Exportation of Wool 
cannot be effectuall ſtopp'd any other Way than by an Univer- 
< ſal Regiſtry in Charter, which Charter cannot be effectual with- 
aut the Aid of Parliament; 
% Wherefore your Petitioner humbly prays to be heard at 
* the Bar of this Hon. Houſe, and hopes for ſuch En- 
« couragement as to this Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 


And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray, &c. 


As a Condition of this Petition's being accepted, the following 
Alterations were made by order of the How. Gentleman whoſe 
Place it was to receive it; Viz. inflead of Sir W vf, an 
Hon. Perſon ; and inflead of might be afſured, might probably 
obtain. Not but that the Petition as it now ftands relates the 


Matter as it really happen'd. 


As to the Report, which he the Artorney-General made of 
it, I take it to be of the ſame Stamp with the reſt of his Perfor- 
mances ; for that would, if it was true, refle& no {mall Diſhonour on 
thoſe Gentlemen, who could impoſe on Mr. Webber in ſo flagrant 
a Manner, as not only to promiſe him to do what they never in- 
tended, but to put him off with ſuch notorious Lies, in an Aﬀair 
of ſo ſerious and important a Nature, and thereby induce him to 
fpend ſo much Time and Money in vain. But I cannot leave this 

port without obſerving, that the Remarker would baſely inſi- 
nuate, as if Mr. Mebber's Charter was propoſed to be of the 
lame Nature, and would have ſo dangerous a Tendency to the 


Subverſion of the Government, as the Combers, and Weavers un- 
D 2 lawful 


5 60) 
lawful Clubs and Aſemblies; the Vileneſs of ſuch Infinuations 
in that, on the contrary, it is ſo evidently, and admirably 
caiculated, entirely to prevent thoſe great Evils which were occa- 
ſioned by them, which wanted ſo much to be redreſt, and which 
no one ever 7—. to do before, and that it would be effectual, 
for that End will appear by what follows. That if we conſider 
it, the Rrots and Diſturbances which have ariſen among the Manu- 
facturer from time to time, are generally begun by idle Fellows, 
who have run away, and left their Families to their Pariſbes for 
a Maintenance, and having no one to take care of but themſelves, 
do only juſt work enough to get Money wherewith to frequent 
Ale-houjes, where they are continually contriving among them- 
ſelves how to raiſe their Wages, that ſo they may have more 
Money to ſpend idly ; which Diſturbances and Riots as they are 
the fir/? Contri vers of, ſo they are the principal Actors in carrying 
on, for the Natives and Inhabitants always pretend, that they 
are forc'd into thoſe Meaſures, as in Reality the Generality of 
them are wont to be, for ſhould thoſe latter begin, or even appear 
too forward in them, they would after thoſe Diſturbances ceaſed, 
have a Mark ſet on them for thoſe Outrages, and be always re- 
membred for it; ſo that it would be difficult for them to find 
| Employers: Whereas Strangers immediately go off into ſome other 
Flaces, where they have not been guilty of ſuchCrimes, and 
where their PraCtices are not known. But in the Beginning of 
ſuch Difturbances, and before they are got to a Head, ow 
eaſy will it be for Complaints of it to be made to any Fuflice of 
the Peace, and altogether as eaſy for them, to make an Order for 
ſuch turbulent Perſons not only to depart immediately, but to ob/ige 
them to it, which will as ſoon pu a Stop to all their Proceedings. 
But to return to the Remarker, and it fairly lies on him, as 
has been already obſerved, to ſhew Cauſe why ſo excellent a 
Scheme ſhould have been ſo long deferr'd to the inconceivable, 
and I may add, almoſt irreparable Damage of the Nation, 
ſeeing what he aſſerts to be ſo horrid a Faſſity, proves to be fo 
eat a Truth. Nay, let him give Reaſons why Wool hath not 
— ſtopt by ſome Means or other, if not intirely, yet in a good 
Ma ſure; which that it might be done, his Friend the Magazine 
gives as the Opinion of ſome Members, by the Officers of the 
Cuſtoms, and that without any new Law ; for that they have not 
done it, appears from the ſmall Quantities which hath been ſeized 
by all Sorts of Officers theſe ſeven Years paſt, inſerted in this Trea- 
tiſe as it was taken from the Caſom· houſe Books, for which I have 
undoubted Authority . And why the Connivance of the 
Officers of Excije, may not be bought at as cheap a Rate, 
as thoſe of the Cuſfoms, and why the one are not as liable 
to be turned out for doing their Duty as the other, ſeeing 
there is but one ſuprem2 Directar, I ſhould be glad to be 
| informed 


— 
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informed by either of theſe Writert. Had I been permitted to 
have gone into Particulars, I could, on the Occaſion taken 
Notice of by thoſe Writers, have diſcovered ſome Inſtances in 
both Branches of the Revenue, and fuch as would have ſhewn too 
plainly, that the Caſe is all one, and but too general to be con- 
— if due Regard was — to the Preſervation of our Con- 
ſtitution. But why oo will be effectually ſtopt by its being put on 
the ſame Foot, and under the fame Inſpection, as Coffee and 
Teas, Goods never ſmuggled more than at preſent, let the Adve- 
cates for Exciſe make appear. | N | 
The Remarkey makes a great Noiſe about the Draper's havi 
faid, that France could not have any of our unmanufacturꝭ d Woo 
in King William and Queen Anne's Time; but every Reader muſt 
needs underſtand what is meant by that Expreſſion, any compara- 
tively ſpeaking, not openly and awowedly, any ſo as to quite ruin 
our Manufa#ures, and to ſtarve the poor Labourers; but ſo as tho? 
there were with Difficulty, and the utmoſt Diſcouragement of the 
Government, Parcels carried thither, yet it was not ſo much, but 
that our ManufaQures flouriſped all that time, and brought in im- 
menſe Treaſures yearly, which I defy him to deny; as alſo 
whether after ſo long a Peace with all our Neighbours, we are 
not at preſent reduced to the utmoſt Diſtreſi and Miſery, and that 
cheifly by the Exportation of our unmanufa#ured Wool, which 
hath increaſed ſo much upon us from Time to Time, as at preſent 
to have but little of it manufactured here. 

But why he ſhould aſſert fo 1 a Lye, that the Draper 
pointed out to the People, That the Day of the illuſtrious. Houſe of 

— ſuceeding to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, awas the Day 
from whence this Calamity, which he acknowledges to be Ore of 
the greateſt that can befa this Nation, ought to bear its Date, ſeeing 
the Draper breathes nothing but a ſincere Attachment to his Ma- 
jeſiy and his Royal Family, throughout the whole Pamphlet, I am at 
a Loſs to determine; much leſs why he ſhould put that Evil, which 
he ſo unjuſtly and without any Manner of Foundation, ſays is 
pointed out, on the ſame Certainty, as that the Perſon / long dif- 
| tinguiſped 


An Account of Wool ſeized by Officers during the ſeven Years 
-_ | laft paſt. | 
Pounds. wt.  Fleeces. 


From Chriſtmas, 1733, to 1734 25 
to 1735 394 10 
to 1736 20 2240 
to 1737 2321 
to 1738 4137 
to 1739 1680 
to 1740 3602 
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(22) 
tinguifbed for his faithful Serwices,' hath the Government of the 
Parliament. | 

As to what he ſays, that Mr. Wabber's Publick Spirit ought to 
bave induced him to have given the Commiſhoners of the Cuſtoms 
any Information; he ſays, in Anſwer to that, there is but little 

ement for him to do it, ſeeing the Caſe of his Friend, 
7 ofia Tlompſon, is ſo well known to him, who on his having 
ized a Cargoe of Wool which was ſmuggling to France, and on 
his inſiſting upon is Ziphe- ©, was turned out of his F/ace, of 
being an Officer of the Cuſioms; and on his coming to Town to 
repreſent his Caſe ; and on his warmly folliciting it, was run 
thorqugh the Body, and after he was recovered of it, was obliged 
22 of twenty Guineas only, to carry him home, tho' never 
reſtored to his Place again. 

The Remarker, next forces me, contrary to my Irelination, to 
examine into the Reaſons there are to thin, that it is ſtipulated, that 
our Hol ſhall go to France. | 

The firſt of which, is the Letter which Mr. Webber received 
from France ſame Years ſince, and which he immediately carried 
to the Secretary of State's Office, as thinking it to be a Letter of a 
Treaſonable Nature, and not /afe for him to conceal, compared 
with the An/aver that was given him at the Office, which to him 
was ſuch a ſtrong Pre/umption of the Truth of the Matter, that he 
immediately defited from making any more Application to thoſe 
Gentlemen, as he had long done — | | | 
. Secondly, the {mall Quantities of Wool that hath been ſeized 
for theſe many Years tho* Wool is of great Bull, and can- 
. into the Pocket or under the Arm, and run away with 
con ; 


Thirdly, Mr. Vebber's having been denied acceſs to his Ma- 
jeſiy after having been promiſed it, in the London Gazette as the 
Draper aſſerts. 

Fourthly, by the Sloops which were ſtationed by the Govern- 
ment, to prevent the Exportation of our Wool having been convited 
of exporting it themſelves, and when their Captains were called to 
Account for it, as being too flagrant and notorious ; by that Aﬀair's 
having been pa/t over in fo flight a Manner. | 

Fitthly, by Sir R aſſerting in the moſt publick Manner, 
that there was but little Wool ſent out of Exg/and, but from Lon» 
don only; by which he not only charges ſo worthy and honourable 
a Body of Men with being acce/ory to ſo heinous a Crime, but 

ives us to underſtand, that he is not ignorant from what Places 

ool is ſent abroad, in what Quantities, and to whom it is ſent ; 
ſo plainly to me doth it appear, that what this Journeyman Wool- 
comber aſſerted, is not ——_ Foundation : And I have heard it 
publickly aſſerted, and that from a Gentleman of Diſtinction too, 


and one who declared at the ſame time, that he did not know 
| | Webber, 


— — 
” 


Vis Letter is incerted at the End of this Pamphlet. 
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Mebber, nor ever read any of his Writings, that there was other 
Authority than his, for the Stipulation of the 7 of Wool: 
But whether there is any Con ſideration given for the Liberty of 
Exporting it to private Per/ons, as the Publick were fo 
wont to enjoy, and which was at that Dime the chief Support of 
the State, even in Times of War, I am not a judge of, tho* one 
would imagine, that fo inmenſe a Treaſure as that would raiſe, 
ſhould not be given away gratis; eſpecially by thoſe who ander- 
ſtand the Value of Money ſo well, and how to apply it fo properly 
— — But this I 35 to . no 

- valuable Confideration on Earth, can be given for it, i as 
we muſt neceſſarily with it give up Ourſelves and Families, and 
every thing elfe that is valuable to us, to become Slaves to a 
Nation, 0 on account of the brave Actions of our Anceſtors, 
and the natural Awver/ion they have conceived againſt us for 
them, will doubtleſs, treat us with the moſt in ſalting and ſevere 
Uſage, to ſay no worſe. 

Whether the Perſons, whom he mentions to be fo very diligent 
and eager into Searches of this Nature, had any Application made 
to them, for attacking the one aim'd at on this Head, as he would 
inſinuate, is what I leave to themſelves. But it is to be hoped, 
that no Perſons will, with open Eyes, give themſelves ſordidly or 
tamely up to Arbitrary Power, to Bani/hment, or to a Perſecution, 

| worſe than either; ſeeing that all Parties have dauc d fo long, 
1 that thoſe who have piped, as well as thoſe who have danc d after 
'em, are both on the brink of Ruin, and muſt, if they fall, periſh 

togerber ; "and that as an Earneft of their Þrtention, to put an ef- 

fectual Stop to the Exportation of Wool, at the next meeting of 
Parliament, the Officers will be obliged to put the Laws in being, 

in Execution forthwith, which would not fail, as has been made 

appear, of making an Alteration in the Face of our Affairs; and 

of employing and finding Food for our ſtarving Manufacturers im- 
mediately ; for it is to be hoped, that tho' ſo manifeſt a Breach- 

of Treaties * in an Affair of ſo you Importance has been over- 

looked, as if in reality there had been nothing done toward's ſuch 

a Violation; or that it was not of Moment enough to take Notice 

of it; yet, that we are not as yet ſo much reduced, as not to dare 

to put a ſtop to the Exportation of our Wool. Tho” I am credi- 

bly informed, that a noted Oæwier of it was ſo audacious, as to 
declare publickly, within theſe few Days, that he would ſend 

{F Wool abroad, in Defiance of the Officers, or thoſe who employed 

1 them, and that if they pretended to ſtop it, it would end in their 

1 Hin. 

1 Having thus ſhewn that the Remarker hath not made the leaſt 
Objection to Mr. Webber's Scheme, and having cleared it up 
from the Miſrepreſentations and falſe Infinuations of the Mage- 

Vine, 


1 


* Repairing the Harbour and Fortifications of Dunkirk. 
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( 24) 
ine, and demonſtrated; that not one ſingle Fact +, which the 
Draper advanced hath been diſproved ; and alſo, that what he 


did advance, was not done out of perſonal Prejudice, but in as 


tender a manner as the Nature of the Thing would admit of, ſee- 


ing that if theſe Matters were hub d up and buried in Silence, 


the very Stones, leſs hard hearted than ſome Perſons, would not 
fail to cry out and declare it, tho' I am ſenſible that thoſe /ome 
were once as much diſtinguiſhed for having ſome Boxwels for their 
Country, as well as for their zealouſly proſecuting others, for not 
reducing France to a Condition low enough, as they now are for 
their /ong and faithful Serwices; I ſay all theſe Things having 


been conſidered, and it appearing that there is not the leaſt room 


for the Remarker to ſtile it a virulent declamatory Libel againſt 


his Majeſty, his Servants, and the Parliament, and aimed at one 


' Perſon particularly, much leſs that it was intended to raiſe an oper: 
Rebellion, as the Remarker ſo baſely and maliciouſly aſſerts. I 
ſhall conclude with this Obſervation, that it was with the Money 


that chiefly aroſe from the great Duty which Edward III. laid on 


the rtation of our Wool, that he and his valiant Son, were 
enabled to make ſuch Congueſts in France, and that France never 
can en/lave. us by any —— Means, than by our conſenting to 
give them the Manufacturing of it, and by thoſe immenſe — 
ariſing by thoſe Manufa#ures, whether apply'd to bribe us, 
tamely to give up our ſelves by inglorious Peace, or whether 


made uſe of to reduce us by open Var. 


An exact Copy of the Letter received by Mr. WEBBER. 


10th of March, 1734. 


Brethren | 
EARING your Petitions and Likelihood of obtaining a 


L H Charter and Regiſtry to Stop Exporting Wool to France 
© and the deſire I had to End my Days in England, though told 
© by the Count who imployed me to ſet forward the Woollen Ma- 
nufacturies in France that an Agreement was ſtipulated by a great 
M- tr of England we ſhould with all Safety have what Wool 
could be ſpared from Great Britain and Ireland and be Sharers 
© in the Woollen Manufacturies. I made my Buſineſs to England 
© this Feb. to hear and believe for my ſelf, and find that Noble 


Mans words truth, it cant be otherwiſe, when thoſe who are to 
ſecure 


+ Mr. Webber, to my certain Knowledge, not only ſent a Let- 
ter to Sir R— W—, giving him to know, that he was the Author 
of the Narrative in the Draper's Pamphlet, and that he aua 
ready to appear and anſwer for it, and told Sir Wm Y—, 
the ſame in my Preſence, but declared it alſo at the Bar of the 
Houſe, as he aſſures me. | : 


| 
(25) 
© ſecure your Trade and Liberties to you takes Places from that 
< M—tr who vilely Betrays you of Trade and muſt turn out no 
© otherwiſe as them Three Noblemen while I was in London, I 
* would live at home if I could by Trade, but not to Starve while 
© I can have as this Feb. out of the Downs and Ireland as 
Wool as grows in Great Britain and Ireland I have large Ac- 
« quaintance and will write when I get back 200 of theſe to Eng- 
land to prevent her Ruin if poſſible, though, by ſome I ma 
* deem'd a Torie a Jack Diſafected c. I 2 I am not, I am 
A Low Church Man, and in France never otherwiſe to Convince 
the World I intreat my Country Men to be firmly Attatcht to 
his Majeſty King George, and his Illuſtrious Family. But on 
this enſuing Election Vote for none who have or will take 
< Places or Bribe if they Buye you oy will ſell you for Advan 
© let your Choice be for Men inclined to Moderation Zealious 
© to Encourage Trade none others are Friends to his Majelty 
« King George or the Exgliſb Nation. 


1am your Loving Brother in Trade, 
E—B | 


The Author of the Conſequences cf Trade, hath been reflected 
upon, as if he had been too ſevere, but by his not aq Gary 
Letter formerly as well as ſome other Things that lie ſtill behind, 
it is but too evident that he touch'd upon the Affair as tenderly as 
it would admit of, and was it to be rip'd open, it would plainly 
appear, that what he advanc'd, did not proceed from perſonal 
Prejudices. * | 
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Te SECOND EDITION T 


N Account of a Scheme for preventing the Exportation of 
our Wool, where the Particulars of it are ſet forth, and the 
ethods of putting it in Execution exemplified. To which is 
added, An Examination of a Scheme, offered by another Hand, 
ſhewing the Defects and miſchievous Conſequences of it; as alſo 
ſeveral material Extracts from Sir Walter Raleigh, and Sir Francis 
Brewſter, concerning the Conſequences of the Woollen Trade, and 
the fatal Effects ariſing to this Nation from the Exportation of our 
Wool. Dedicated to the Honourable the Houſe af Commons, by 
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ES, The FIFTH EDITION of +42 2h 
; The Confequences of Trade, as to the- Wealth and Strength of 
any Nation; of the Woollen Trade in particular, and the great 
Superiority of it over all other Branches of Trade. The preſent 
State of it in England and France, with an Account of our Loſs, 
and their Gains. The Danger we are in of becoming a Province 
to France, unleſs an effetuat and immediate Stop be put to the 
Exportation of our Weol; with Narrative of the _ taken by 
Mr. Webber, for getting an Act of Parliament to confirm a Char- 
ter granted him by his Majeſty, Nine Years ago, for an Univer- 
fal Regiſtry in Charter. By a Draper of London. Price Six-pence. 
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